
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE CHURCH  
  

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL   

Minutes, September 18, 2019  
  
  

I. ROLL CALL  

Monsignor Gentili, Mike Broglie, Daniel Drain, Matt Gavinelli, Dominque 

Galloway, Carol Kalouche, Paola Cubides Herrera, Chip Puchino, Steve Workman, 

Lisa Kopertowski, Juan Navia, 

  

Excused: Paul Crovo, Ray Lokay, Emily Clementi, Deacon Brady, Father Ianelli, 

Leo Craig, Lisa Martinez 

   Recording Secretary: Teresa Fischer   

  

II. OPENING PRAYER   

Monsignor shared this coming Sunday’s Gospel according to Luke 16. In this 

gospel, it seems like Jesus is commending the conniving actions of the steward but 

what Jesus is really complimenting is the steward’s ingenuity. The council members 

discussed using their ingenuity to create new policies and procedures and to get 

more parishioners involved in our parish. 

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING  

Matt Gavinelli asked for a motion to approve the April 10, 2019 minutes. Chip 

Puchino motioned and Mike Broglie seconded the motion. The members of the 

committee unanimously approved the minutes. Teresa will post on the website.  

 

IV. Director of Hispanic Ministry, New Hire - Paola Cubides Herrera 

Paola appreciates the support of the ministry volunteers, staff and parish councils in 

their assistance in building the Hispanic Ministry.  

 

AN OUTLINE OF THE HISPANIC MINISTRY OBJECTIVES IS ATTACHED. 

 

V. RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/ADULT FAITH UPDATE – Daniel Drain 

Daniel created a new PREP Handbook explaining the policies and the new 

educational philosophy. He brought samples of the new textbooks, which he 

believes are more beautiful and highlight religious artwork which should help with 

building the children’s faith. The homeschool option for PREP (family catechesis) 

has seen increased enrollment. This program now includes meeting with parents 

several times each year to go over the program and provide support. In addition, the 

new PREP program includes digital support, videos and handouts for absentee 

students. This is the first year PREP is required for 7th grade students (as 

confirmation will be in 8th grade). Daniel is teaching this class. To date, almost 400 

students have enrolled in PREP. 



 

Monsignor commented that both Paola and Daniel are excellent hires and thanked 

them for their creativity while embracing the philosophy of OLG.  

 

VI. YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE - Lisa Kopertowski 

The annual youth ministry weekend trip to Steubenville in June was remarkable. 

Attendance for this school year has been very good with 75 youth attending (across 

all programs) the second week. Several home school students have joined. She 

modified the program slightly by moving 9th grade students in the Junior High 

group. This follows Central Bucks School District student placement and allows for 

smaller groups.  

 

Little Flowers will start at the end of the month and the girl’s bible study has eight 

registrants. The High School Leadership Team has 12 participants. Last year, 26 

junior high students enjoyed the camping trip, which will be held again this year. 

Lisa plans to host a “Friendsgiving” which will include making meals for Aid for 

Friends after enjoying a group dinner. Finally, Youth Ministry can always use 

additional adult support so any adults with their clearances are invited to volunteer. 

 

VII.  SECURITY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR OLG  

The Safety and Security Team continues to meet on a regular basis. The 

Buckingham Police review of the parish campus will be scheduled. Council 

members asked if the security cameras (both those inside and outside) are always 

recording or just when they sense motion. UPDATE: Joe Balaza confirmed that the 

cameras record only when they sense motion. Recordings are saved for 30 days. 

 

At weekend Masses, the doors to the church are locked after the second reading. An 

usher is present to open the door for late arrivals. 

 

VIII. EVANGELIZATION SUB-COMMITTEE UPDATES 

 

 Organizational Review Sub Committee, Ministry Budgets 

Bob Weikel will provide a report at the Joint Meeting of the parish councils in 

December.  

 

 Outreach Update/Evangelization Committee 

Monsignor provided the update for Deacon Brady. The next meeting is scheduled for 

September 25. The main focus of this committee is to reenergize the Hospitality 

Ministry by emphasizing “holy hospitality” and to recruit more members to this 

ministry. The committee will focus on Advent/Christmas/Easter/Ash Wednesday 

when the parish has a large attendance. Additionally, the committee will work on 

ways to get parishioners (new and existing) more involved.  

 

IX. CELEBRATING GROWTH MINISTRY WEEKEND – October 26/27, 2019 

The next ministry fair weekend is scheduled for October and will highlight the 

Social and Service Ministries. The committee will set up on Friday to avoid 



interfering with the two Saturday weddings. At this time, the ministry fairs will 

remain in the narthex and not move to the social hall in the Parish Life Center. 

 

X. SOCIAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE UPDATE – Chip Puchino 

A successful parish golf outing was held this past week. The outing made a profit of 

$2,500. The next event is a Comedy/Magic night on November 15. Currently, 30 

tickets have been purchased. Cookies with Santa is scheduled for Sunday, 

December 15 after all Masses. Monsignor commented that this committee is doing 

great work bringing our parishioners together as a community while also raising 

money for the parish. 

   

XI. LITURGY COMMITTEE UPDATE 

Father Ianelli is preparing for 40 Hours which will be held October 20 to 22. Father 

David O’Brien is the guest speaker. Parish is planning to have overnight adoration 

during 40 Hours for the first time. There has been difficulty securing coverage for 

adoration of First Fridays but Monsignor is in support of trying this during 40 

Hours.  

 

XII. FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The Parish Finance Council (PFC) continues to work towards obtaining $32K in the 

weekly collection. OLG has seen an approximate 5% increase over last year in our 

first quarter. The parish loan from the bank continues to go as planned. 

 

The PFC is considering another campaign, the Legacy Campaign. This will include 

select parishioners who would be able to help offset the $9 million parish debt. The 

parish has an $8 million dollar loan with Penn Community Bank and it owes the 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia (AOP) $1 million. Via the Legacy Campaign, the PFC 

is hoping to raise $2.5 million. 

 

XIII. STRATEGIC PLAN TRACKER – Matt Gavinelli 

Monsignor commented that this should be the first agenda item at the next meeting 

and all council members should review prior to the meeting. The parish is 

accomplishing its goals outlined in the parish strategic plan, which runs through 

2022.  

 

XIV. OTHER COMMITTEE UPDATES OR “NEW BUSINESS”  

Technology is a major parish initiative. Recent technology initiatives have included 

the new parish website, the parish email/text communication program and the 

Narthex monitors. The monitors have proven to be challenging at times in having 

them play the announcements prior to all Masses and being ready for 

slideshows/videos at funerals. Monsignor is in support of “cautiously” continuing to 

upgrade our technology. An important aspect is having volunteers who can run the 

technology. Steve Workman volunteered to prepare a bulletin announcement 

seeking tech-savvy people to assist. Monsignor acknowledged the dedication of 

Frank Dolski and Steve in these initiatives. 

 



XV. NEXT MEETINGS   

 

 Wednesday, November 13, 2019  

 Wednesday, December 18, 2019 –Joint meeting with the Parish Finance Council 

  

XVI. CLOSING PRAYER 

Monsignor included the special intentions of the council members in the closing 

prayer and asked the council to continue to do all things for the greater glory and 

honor of God. Members prayed the Our Father.  


