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Education as an Act of Tradition 

Dear OLG PREP Families, 

It is a great joy for me to finally be able to write to you about our upcoming PREP year. With the 

blessing of Monsignor Gentili and the support of our Pastoral Council, I am happy to share with you 

our renewed approach to religious education at Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

Research and experience across the country have shown that “traditional” models of parish religious 

education have gradually lost their effectiveness: students grow up in our programs and grow out of 

integrated worship in the Catholic Church. While our programming here at OLG is, on the whole, an 

exception to what is now the cultural norm, nonetheless it is the case that we can and will do better 

for our children and families. Every child that grows up to adulthood eventually asks the big questions 

about life and destiny in a serious way, and it is a failure on our part as a parish if we do not equip our 

children and families to think through those questions with the mind and heart of the Church. In 

other words, it is quite alright that everyone grows up and questions the meaning of things, but if we 

have not laid the groundwork for those questions to be answered by the resounding and joyful “Yes!” 

of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, then we have wasted our time and failed in our 

sacred duty to educate the baptized. 

To that end, a few changes have taken place. My own theological formation and education led me to 

examine the quality of the materials we previously offered. What we owe to children is nothing less 

than the entire patrimony and tradition of the Church, which includes her cultural forms, artwork, 

literature, and practices of worship and devotion. Our new curricula, Spirit of Truth, through Sophia 

Institute for Teachers, reflects more clearly what our priorities are when it comes to education and 

passing on the faith. All of the staples of the classroom religious education experience are still present 

in these materials, and they are of course still age-appropriate and engaging for various learning styles 

and abilities. It is the quality and substance of the content on offer here that is so promising and so 

essential if we are to take our duties seriously. This “renewed” approach to our educational 

programming aims to do nothing less than something in fact very traditional: to rediscover the culture 

and mind of the Church and to pass it on to all the baptized, who are owed it as their rightful 

inheritance.  

In addition to Spirit of Truth, all grade levels will be offered supplemental lessons that take up the truths 

of John Paul II’s Theology of the Body. This supplemental curricula, offered through Ruah Woods Press, 

offers an integrated and gradual approach to a series of teachings that are often relegated to middle- 

and high-schoolers in the form of “sex talks.” In fact, John Paul II’s teaching in the Theology of the Body 

is much richer than is commonly understood, and offers an approach to the entirety of one’s life and 

natural experience of the family, the body, and the Church that is all too often ignored and 
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contradicted in our culture. Simply offering talks on Theology of the Body in the later years of religious 

education is not adequate to the material or to the students; hence, our embrace of these materials for 

all grade levels. 

Our most exciting and perhaps most radical change next year regards our approach to our 

“homeschool” families. Previously, families who elected to educate their children at home needed to 

have the same materials that were used in the classrooms and had to offer the same amount and style 

of lessons to their children. Our approach going forward will be decidedly different. We will now offer 

full support for Family Catechesis, using, again, materials through Sophia Institute Press. This 

programming, called Family of Faith, genuinely takes into account the rhythm and flow and sometimes 

chaos of family life, and hones in on moments and times that occur regularly and naturally. One reason 

for this particular change is that the Church, time and time again, has taught that parents are the primary 

and most important educators for the children generally, but especially regarding the faith. Along with 

his decisive call to action to the family (“Family, become what you are”), John Paul II also had this to 

say: 

The task of giving education is rooted in the primary vocation of married couples to participate in God’s creative 

activity: By begetting in love and for love a new person who has within himself or herself the vocation for growth 

and development, parents by that very fact take the task of helping that person effectively to live a fully human 

life. As the Second Vatican Council recalled, “Since parents have conferred life on their children, they have a 

most solemn obligation to educate their offspring. Hence, parents must be acknowledged as the first and 

foremost educators of their children. Their role as educators is so decisive that scarcely anything can compensate 

for their failure in it. . . . Hence, the family is the first school of those social virtues which every society needs. 

(Familiaris consortio, 36) 

Our job as a parish is to assist and support this dignified task in every way possible. This new program 

consists of a modest two lessons per month, with each month arranged thematically, and each year 

focusing on one of the four pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. And for all of that, in my 

estimation, it avoids being too heady or academic, and instead squarely focuses in on and embraces all 

the facets, twists, and turns of family life and love.  

This curriculum, since it is designed for the family, is appropriate for all age-levels, which means that 

families with multiple siblings at different ages can all learn together at once (with varying activities 

and reflections for different ages). Here, the whole family learns and prays together – at meal times, 

in the car on the way to extracurricular practice, before bed, after Sunday mass, etc. So many families 

that find it difficult or otherwise undesirable to put their children through the evening classroom 

PREP should find this new approach both more flexible and more beautiful and rich.  

Part of the way in which we at OLG will implement this new programming will be to offer a session 

for parents every month preparing them for the month ahead. This adult-level catechetical meeting 

has as its goal equipping parents to address the themes for the coming month and to allow parents an 

opportunity to enjoy community with other folks meeting the same challenges and joys in educating 

their children. It is our intent to offer hospitality and refreshments at these gatherings, and to foster a 

more genuine community among our families. Additionally, we will attempt to dedicate one Sunday 

liturgy per month for all of these families to attend together and enjoy a community social afterward 

in the Parish Life Center, where we hope to simply enjoy one another’s company as one Family of 

Faith. 



As we are also including for the first time the 7th grade in our programming, my intent is to offer Spirit 

of Truth to those students during two monthly gatherings at the Parish Life Center, on a night to be 

determined. The 7th grade will focus on the moral life leading in to the 8th grade year, which will offer 

more in-depth preparation for the reception of the sacrament of Confirmation. More information to 

come soon.  

As registration for next year launches (https://bit.ly/2WaY6gU), I encourage all parents to consider 

which PREP approach is best for them and the needs of their children for the next year. Our goal is 

to offer an excellent education that is true to the depth and breadth of our faith while engaging each 

student at the appropriate level. Parents are particularly encouraged to consider joining our new Family 

Catechesis: two lessons and two meetings each month, all with the goal of providing parents 

everything they need to hand on the Faith to their children. All of these changes and renewals come 

at no increased cost to you.  

In anticipation of questions, I invite you to explore the various samples and downloads available 

online: 

Spirit of Truth (1st - 7th classroom curricula): 

 https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/shop/spirit-of-truth-parish 

Rooted Theology of the Body (1st – 7th Supplemental Curricula): 

K-2 In the Beginning: https://www.ruahwoodspress.com/curriculum/in-the-beginning/ 

3-5 The Human Heart: https://www.ruahwoodspress.com/curriculum/the-human-heart/ 

6-8 The Resurrection: https://www.ruahwoodspress.com/curriculum/the-resurrection/ 

Family of Faith (Family Catechesis, all levels):  

   Program overview: https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/shop/family-of-faith 

   Preview (Nov. Year 1): https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/sample/family-of-faith 

Before the start of the school year I will offer a summer series (multiple sessions) that will explore and 

draw out more fully the “why” and the “what” of Our Lady of Guadalupe’s new parish-wide vision 

for religious education. Please be on the lookout for more information about these sessions. 

In the meantime, as ever, please do not hesitate to reach out to me or the parish staff with questions 

about registration, particularly if you are unsure of which approach is right for your family. I will be 

praying for your family over the summer in preparation for next year, and I ask for your prayers for 

me and for the parish as we kick-start this new embrace of the Church’s tradition. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Daniel A. Drain, M.T.S., Ph.D. (Cand.) 

Director of Religious Education 
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